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The attitude of the Vatican was naturally reflected in
the Catholic hierarchies of every country. In England
and France a group of Catholic propagandists, including
a number of young writers who had recently joined the
Roman Church, began to support the more official
apologists with all the enthusiasm and lack of respon-
sibility which marks the newly-converted-

The demarcation of English political parties since
1918, and still more since 1931, has immensely increased
Catholic influence. Up to the European war the Liberal
Party were almost independent of the Catholic vote,
and even gained some support by opposing its claims.
To-day the Liberal Party has lost all influence, and the
Labour Party, which has taken its place as the official
opposition, is dependent for many of its few safe seats
upon the votes of immigrant Irish Catholics. When
the Catholic hierarchy finds itself in agreement with
the class controlling the present Government a combin-
ation is formed which gives political Catholicism an
authority out of all proportion to the number and
voting strength of its adherents.

The Government could also count on support from
those politicians and publicists who habitually follow
the successful side. The conquering cause does not
only please the gods. Sir Timothy Tadpole, M.P., and
Captain Taper, MJ?., are English types who can always
be relied upon to drift quietly over and range them-
selves with the winners in every contest. The Catos
of this world have no jobs to offer. With the Tapers
and the Tadpoles will always go a motley crew of hack
journalists and second-rate publicists. In this case, as
with the Spanish war a year later, there was money
behind the propaganda. Big business interests were
affected by the limited sanctions already imposed, just